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NATIONAL MEDALS — FIRE SERVICES AWARDS 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [9.03 am]: On recent visits to the Kimberley 
and the south west I had the privilege of presenting National Medals for fire services to Department of Parks and 
Wildlife and Forest Products Commission staff. National Medals are awarded to members of firefighting 
agencies, defence forces, the police and ambulance services who are involved in protecting human life and 
community values. They are presented in recognition of 15 or more years of service, with clasps awarded for 
each subsequent decade of service. 
In the south west in the Department of Parks and Wildlife’s Warren region, which includes Manjimup, 
Pemberton, Northcliffe and Walpole, I presented 74 department and Forest Products Commission staff with 
clasps. Of these, 19 individuals received their first medal for 15 years’ service, 30 received their first clasp for 25 
years’ service, 22 their second clasp for 35 years’ service and three were awarded their third clasp for 45 years of 
service. Together, these 74 dedicated staff have a collective service of more than 1 940 years. In the Kimberly I 
presented medals for 15 years of service to three Department of Parks and Wildlife employees from the West 
Kimberley district. 
Eligibility for the medal requires a person to have great skill, dedication and long-term commitment. As fire 
crews and managers, these individuals know of the public expectation that human life and property will be 
protected as much as possible from natural and human-caused disasters by well-trained and disciplined 
emergency services. The National Medal is a small token of community recognition for the personal safety risks 
and the impacts on lifestyle that our firefighters endure in their roles. These impacts, which mostly go 
unreported, cannot be compensated financially, but are selflessly given in the interest of community safety and 
welfare. Their services are highly valued by the Western Australian government and also by the community. 
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